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The Creed of
Abu Abdillah Muhammad bin Ismaeel al-Bukhari
may Allah have mercy on him
and the Group of the Salaf whom he narrates from
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Ahmad bin Muhammad bin Hafs al-Harawi told us: Muhammad bin Ahmad bin
Muhammad bin Salmah told us: Abu al-Husayn Muhammad bin Imran bin Musa al-

Jurjaani told us: | heard Abu Muhammad Abd al-Rahman bin Muhammad bin Abd al-
Rahman al-Bukhari in ash-Shaash say:

| heard Abu Abdullah Muhammad bin Ismail al-Bukhari say:
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| met more than a thousand men from the people of knowledge: the people of Hijaz,
Mecca, Medina, Kufa, Basra, Wasit, Baghdad, Levant, and Egypt. | met them many
times, group after group then group after group. | caught up with them while they
were widespread from over 46 years ago. The people of Levant, Egypt, and Al-
Jazirah twice, and Basra four times in a number of years, and in Hijaz for six years.
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| cannot count how many times | entered Kufa and Baghdad with the narrators of
the people of Khorasan, including: Al-Makki bin Ibrahim, Yahya bin Yahya, Ali bin Al-
Hasan bin Shaqiq, Qutaybah bin Saeed, and Shihab bin Muammar.

In the Levant: Muhammad ibn Yusuf al-Firyabi, Abu Mushir Abd al-Alla ibn Mushir,
Abu al-Mughira Abd al-Quddus ibn al-Hajjaj, Abu al-Yaman al-Hakam ibn Nafi’, and
many others after them.
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In Egypt: Yahya bin Bukayr, Abu Salih, the scribe of Al-Layth bin Saad, Saeed bin
Abi Maryam, Asbagh bin Al-Faraj, and Nu'aym bin Hammad.

In Mecca: Abdullah bin Yazid Al-Mugri, Al-Humaydi, Sulayman bin Harb, the judge of
Mecca, and Ahmad bin Muhammad Al-Azraqi.
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In Medina: Ismail bin Abi Uways, Mutarrif bin Abdullah, Abdullah bin Nafi Al-Zubairi,
Ahmad bin Abi Bakr Abu Mus'ab Al-Zuhri, Ibrahim bin Hamza Al-Zubairi, and |brahim
bin Al-Mundhir Al-Hizami.

In Basra: Abu Asim Ad-Dahhak ibn Mukhallad Ash-Shaibani, Abu Al-Walid Hisham
ibn Abdul-Malik, Al-Hajjaj ibn Al-Minhal, and Ali ibn Abdullah ibn Jaafar Al-
Madani.
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In Kufa: Abu Nu'aym Al-Fadl ibn Dukayn, Ubayd Allah ibn Musa, Ahmad ibn Yunus,
Qubaysah ibn Ugbah, Ibn Numayr, Abdullah, and Uthman, sons of Abu Shaybah.

In Baghdad: Ahmad ibn Hanbal, Yahya ibn Ma'in, Abu Ma'mar, Abu Khaithamah, and
Abu Ubayd Al-Qasim ibn Sallam.
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Among the people of the Jazeera (Arabia): Amr ibn Khalid al-Harraani.
And in Wasit: Amr ibn Awn, and Asim ibn Ali ibn Asim.
And in Marw: Sadaqah ibn al-Fadl, and Ishaq ibn Ibrahim al-Hanzhali
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We have sufficed with only naming these, so it is concise and not to make it lengthy.
| have not seen one of them differ in these matters:

1) That religion is words and actions, as Allah says: “even though they were only
commanded to worship Allah "alone’ with sincere devotion to Him in all
uprightness, establish prayer, and pay alms-tax. That is the upright Way.”
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2) And that the Qur’an is the speech of Allah and is not created, as He says “Indeed,
your Lord is Allah, who created the heavens and earth in six days and then
established Himself above the Throne.' He covers the night with the day,
[another night] chasing it rapidly; and [He created] the sun, the moon, and the
stars, subjected by His command.”
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Abu Abdullah Muhammad bin Ismail said:

Ibn Uyaynah said: So Allah made the creation distinguished from the command,

because He said: “Unquestionably, His is the creation and the command.
Blessed is Allah, Lord of the worlds.”
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3) And that good and evil are by measure, as He says: “Say, ‘| seek refuge in the
Lord of the daybreak from the evil of that which He has created.” And as He
says: “And Allah created you and what you do.” And as He says: “Indeed, all
things We have created by Divine Decree.”

4) They did not declare anyone of the people of the Qiblah to be an unbeliever for a
sin, because of His saying: “Indeed, Allah does not forgive association with
Him, but He forgives what is less than that for whomever He wills.”
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5) I did not see among them anyone who would attack the companions of
Muhammad, may Allah bless him and grant him peace. Aisha said: “They were
commanded to seek forgiveness for them.” This is his saying: “Our Lord, forgive
us and our brothers who preceded us in faith and put not in our hearts [any]
resentment toward those who have believed. Our Lord, indeed You are Kind
and Merciful.”
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6) They used to forbid innovations that were not practiced by the Prophet, may Allah
bless him and grant him peace, and his companions, because of his saying: “And
hold fast, all together, to the rope of Allah, and be not divided.” And because of
his saying: “And if you obey him, you will be guided.”
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7) They urge what the Prophet, may Allah bless him and grant him peace, and his
followers were upon, because he said: “And, [moreover], this is My path, which
Is straight, so follow it; and do not follow [other] ways, for you will be
separated from His way. This has He instructed you that you may become
righteous.”
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8) And that he should not dispute matters with those in authority, because the
Prophet, may Allah bless him and grant him peace, said: “There are three things
that the heart of a Muslim should not be deceived about: sincerity in action for Allah,
obedience to those in authority, and adherence to their body of the Muslims, for their
call encompasses them from behind them.” Then he emphasised in his statement:
“Obey Allah, obey the Messenger, and those in authority among you.”
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9) And they did not see drawing the sword against the nation of Muhammad, may
Allah bless him and grant him peace.

10) Al-Fudayl said: If | had a prayer that would be answered, | would only make it for
an imam, because if the imam is righteous, the country and the people will be safe.

Ibn al-Mubarak said: O teacher of goodness, who would dare to do this except you?
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